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Paragraphs
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Within an essay, the paragraph is the most important unit of thought,
Like the essay, it has its own main idea, often stated directly in a topic
seatence. Like a good essay, a good paragraph is unified: it avoids
digressions and develops its main idea. Paragraphs use many of the
thetorical strategies that essays use—strategies like classification, com-
parison and contrast, and cause and effect. As you read the following
three paragraphs, notice how each writer develops his or her topic
sentence with explanations, concrete details and statistics, or vivid exam-
ples. The topic sentence in each paragraph is italicized.

F've learned from experience that good friendships are based
on a delicate balance. When friends are on a par, professionally and
pessonally, it’s casier forthem to root for one another. It's taken
me a long time to realize that not all my “friends™ wish me well.
Someene who wants what you have may not be able to handle your
good fortune: If you find yourself apologizing for your hard-earned
raise or soft-pedaling your long-awaited promotion, it’s a sure sign
that the friendship is off balance, Real friends are secure enocugh in
their own lives to share each other’s successes—-not begrudge them.

~Stephanie Mansfield

The problem of substance abuse is far more complex and far
more pervasive than any of us really knows or is willing to adinit,
Most stories of illegal drugs overshadow Americans’ struggles with
alcohol, tobaceo, food, and nonprescription drugs—our so-called
legal addictions, In 2000, for example, 17,000 deaths were attrib-
uted to cocaine and heroin. In that same year, 435,000 deaths were
attributed to tobacco and 85,000 to alcohol. 1t’s not surprising,
then, that many sociologists believe we are a nation of substance
abusers—drinkers, smokers, overeaters, and pill poppers. Although
the statistics are alarming, they do not begin to suggest the heavy
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toll of substance abuse on Americans and their families, Loved ones

die, relationships are fractured, children are abandoned, job pro-

ductivity falters, and the dreams of young people are extingnished.
—Alfred Rosa and Paul Eschholz

Photagraphs bave let me know my parents before I was born,
ds the carefree college students they were, in love and awaiting the
rest of their lives. T have seen the light blue Volkswagen van my dad
used to take sucfing down the coast of California and the silver
.dress my mom wore to her senior prom. Through pictures I was
able to witness their wedding, which showed me that there is much
in their relationshlp that goes beyond their children. I saw the look
in their eyes as they held their first, newborn daughter, as well as
the jealous expressions of my sister when I was born a few years
later. There is something almost magical about viewing images of
yourself and your family that you were too young to remember.

" Carrie White, student

Many writers find it helpful to think of the paragraph as a very
small, compact essay. Here is a paragraph from an essay on testing;

Multiple-chuice questions distort the purposes of education.

Picking one answer among four is very different from thinking a

question through to an answer of one’s own, and far less uscful in

life. Recognition of vocabulary and isolated facts makes the best

kind of multiple-choice questions, so these dominate the tests,

rather than questions that test the use of knowledge. Because

schools want their children to perform well, they are often tempted

to teach the limited sorts of knowledge most useful on the tests.
This paragraph, like all well-written paragraphs, has several distin-
guishing characteristics. Tt is unified, coherent, and adequately devel-
oped. It is unified in that every sentence and every idea relates to the
main idea, stated in the topic sentence, “Multiple-choice questions
distort the purposes of education.” It is coherent in that the sentences
and ideas are arranged logically and the relationships among them
are made clear by the use of effective transitions. Finally, the para-
graph is adequately developed in that it presents a short but persua-
sive argument supporting its main idea,’

How much development is “adequate” development? The answer
depends on many things—how complicated or controversial the main
idea is, what readers already know and believe, how much space the

-HHS student shares about volunteer work



‘Bunrrm opsiemanol ang e o1 asn

PIROYs NOA pury o) are sydesdered pado[;map Afprenbape “3uoT

sydesfered 1a8uo] may v ojur 1ayie801 pautof aq pnod  sydeifered,,
opsteuwmol ssoy3 3eyl puy [pa noi wayo ing -Juo] Lwa readde
38us] 98eroae jo sydeSered odewl YoM ‘SUWIM[Od MOITEU 1)
jo asnesaq wsienmol U TonuRATOD € ore syderdered 104§ "saoun
-as om1 10 suo0 Lo jo swos ‘syderdered 110ys Lpanelar aary WO
stodedsmou pue seurzedew ul readde jeyy sdesss pue sopPUIY
1180 Sumed woay sapear nery daay 01 ydesdered 1oy Jo
90U939Y0D pue Aum oyl uo JUIAI ‘prarfe 2810 STNLIM 19YI() PEaI]
aror geds pue asned ned szapear yey os syderfered azow 1o om1 o0y
3 eaaq Lot “Buof £3ea Sunmmai yderfered e puy s1omm SUI0S UM

SHdvuovHvd 55 TZI

. /-1’-

‘Ajavenbape eopr urew sy dojaadp o3 y3noua Suoj aq pinoys yderdered
€ 1Y) ST J2asUe 3899 9y, “Buoy sprom ma e L[uo aq fewr s1aio pue
‘arowr 10 93ed [y € uny swos g ‘sprom 0T 03 (5. woiy duer siydesd
-exed jsotr ‘sdessy wiapow uj oq ydexfered v puoys Juop moyy
-aouazayod yderdered
au) spud] uagg pue ‘03p swwal maf v ‘Avp 241 upgpm ‘s3uo oy sosexyd
PUe sprom [euonisties) jo asn remdar o ‘Ajreur ‘padofeasp Aienbape
st ydeadered o Juowa)e1s.oidol 9yl Jo Yinag oyl Jo I9PEII YY) IDUTAUOD
03 sopdwrexa ydnous axe oxoyy esnedaq “parrom st gderdered o ‘g jon
-uo2 0} siduwane papesa asey sgoaﬁqd MOl ayeLISOf sa[dmexa ayeredos
a3 [re asnedaq sojdurexa gy vap1 siy) 1roddns ydeideaed ayy tn saouay
-U3s J9YIQ) "ouuas oidoy B ut Juruuroq 9y3 38 PIIRIS ST BIPT UTRUT A,

"}20[} 531 JO SIIqUUAN 1310 A} 03  syeuds 1eluep,, puas wey
-945 snoAIow s, u02d1d © aprar JBT) P33] € PRY 11 PIUNE[D W JIOK
#3N ¥ 'Aeme o8 ‘padoy Loyr ‘usyy pue o suoafid sayeur 1ety
paay & pasn enjdjape(ryJ 'SpI1q oY1 UBYI 2TOMT €aTe 3} 1y SUBUIny
a3 passanstp saey pmosm Ajqeqoid suorsojdxe juonbaiy azopy
"pauopueqe sem werdoid sy3 pue ‘Guof 107 30U Mg ‘pip 3] ‘Leme
suoadid a1 axeds ppnom astou o Jmdoy “Burppmg Lo e apisino
s[[eys aprgred mpopdxs L[jeorporrad pre ‘spmo omoaga Jupsn “Guyd
-dB13 patnl U1} 4110 91T, IS00T 01 YIB(] LD pue dood a 03 pasn
103 suoadid a3 mq ‘s8uypyng o1jqnd swas 10 saBpey sy to Suneos
£yons e nd oospoues] weg ofe 5T MO Y "SPEAY S{MO 9Y) TO
paypaad Yorg 219M PUE S[M0 JO TRIJ I 10a0 Uapod pey suoedid
ot Aep o3 unpi g 230t paisoor jerp suoafiid Jo Taquuinu afrey syl
ademanstp 01 saHpe] apis 511 Uo s[Mo Jagqni yoepq afre[ ind souo
swmosnur WPES| § (30X MaN] JO () "PasIAIP 2AET s191ey-roadid
1’y ‘saxa[dum:) yusunprede uoadid 0y S[[aYs 9PI(IED 0} s;a][ad
[OTIUOS-ATI YOI} ‘S[013U02 91} [[E £[TBIU SUIPEAA U [NJo0INO0SX
Ajqexrewar posoxd oAy (SpUSLYy UBWINY TIOY) pue) suoady g

*3DUIIIYOD pue
“uarndoraadp ‘Lyrun ‘eapi urew sy o3 uopuane Led ‘woarp [onuod 01
sidwraiye Burpeas ur suoadid jo ssoupnyeomosar o) moqe ydexFered
sTq) peas nod sy “ydeadered 2a1300]]2 UE JO [OPOWT I2IOUE ST 2XI}]
*4[duuiauod vapi 1ery; dofaaap
oy—syderdered Auemr ‘peapu—saouajuss Lueur Padu pnos “Iaaamoy
fSSAUNJISTL SIT PAAIPNO SBY UONOE danewnyje Jeqy Sumdre jomm vy
“Jurod 1ey) axewr 03 y3nous oq prnom ouuLs 3j3uss B funs o) punore
SOOI Yred Ay jeyl seerde ouodiond Apreap] penrumad s oxojm

R

~ 1

1Lt B sqdviSvang




