T P e R T

Paragraphs ¥ 171

i, =
',/

writer is permitted. Neatly everyone agrees that the earth circles
around the sun; a single sentence would be enough to make that point.
A writer arguing that affirmative action has outlived its usefulness,
however, would need many sentences—indeed, many paragraphs—to
develop that idea convincingly,

Here is another model of an effective paragraph. As you read this
paragraph about the resourcefulness of pigeons in evading attempts

to control them, pay attention to its main idea, unity, development,
and coherence.

Pigeons (and their human friends) have proved remarkably
resourceful in evading nearly all the controls, from birth-control
pellets to carbide shells to pigeon apartment complexes, that
pigeon-haters have devised. One of New York’s leading museums
once put large black rubber owls on its wide ledges to discourage
the large number of pigeons that roosted there. Within the day the
pigeons had gotten over their fear of owls and were back perched
on the owls’ heads. A few years ago San Francisco put a sticky
coating on the ledges of some public buildings, but the pigeons got
used to the goop and came back to roost. The city then tried trap-
ping, using electric owls, and periodically exploding carbide shells
outside a city building, hoping the noise would scare the pigeons
away. It did, but not for long, and the program was abandoned.
More frequent explosions probably would have distressed the
humans in the area more than the birds. Philadelphia tried a feed
that makes pigeons vomit, and then, they hoped, go away. A New
York firm claimed it had a feed that made a pigeon’s nervous sys-
tem send “danger signals” to the other members of its flock,

The main idea is stated at the beginning in a topic sentence. Other sen-
tences in the paragraph support this idea with examples. Because all the
separate examples illustrate how pigeons have evaded attempts to con-
trol them, the paragraph is unified. Because there are enough examples to
convince the reader of the truth of the topicstatement, the paragraph is
adequately developed. Finally, the regular use of transitional words and
phrases like once, within the day, a few years ago, and then lends the
paragraph coherence,

How long should a paragraph be? In modern essays, most para-
graphs range from50 to 250 words, but some run a full page or more,
and others may be only a few words long. The best answer is that a
paragraph should be long enough to develop its main idea adequately.

- /v‘ﬂ

E72 Y PARAGRAPHS

When some writers find a paragraph running very long, they break it
into two or more paragraphs so that readers can pause and catch their
breath. Other writers forge ahead, relying on the unity and coherence
of their paragraph to keep their readers from getting lost.

Articles and essays that appear in magazines and newspapers
often have relatively short paragraphs, some of only one or two sen-
tences. Short paragraphs are a convention in journalism because of
the narrow columns, which make paragraphs of average length
appear very long. But often you will find that these journalistic
“paragraphs” could be joined together into a few longer paragraphs.

. Longer, adequately developed paragraphs are the kind you should

use in all but journalistic writing,.
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